CAADA RECOMMENDED RISK INDICATOR CHECKLIST 
FOR IDVAS AND OTHER AGENCIES

(South Wales Police checklist but using non-police language assuming the IDVA or other professional will be discussing this with their client.)
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Questions

(do not fill in shaded boxes)
	Yes (tick)


	No/ Don’t Know (N/DK)
	Significant Concern

	1. Does partner/ex-partner have a criminal record for violence or drugs?
	
	
	

	     If ‘yes’, is the record domestic abuse related?


	
	
	

	2.  Has the current incident resulted injuries? 
	
	
	

	  If ‘yes’, does this cause significant concern?



	
	
	

	3.  Has the incident involved the use of weapons?
	
	
	

	  If ‘yes’, does this cause significant concern?



	
	
	

	4.  Has your partner/ex-partner ever threatened to kill anybody?
     If ‘yes’, which of the following?  (tick all that apply)
     Client    Children    Other Intimate Partner    Others 
	     
	
	

	  If ‘yes’, does this cause significant concern?


	
	
	

	5. Has the partner/ex-partner expressed / behaved in a jealous way or displayed controlling behaviour or obsessive tendencies? 
    If ‘yes’, describe in summary:

	
	
	

	  If ‘yes’, does this cause significant concern?
  Give details:


	
	
	

	6. Has there been/going to be a relationship separation between
    you and your partner/ ex-partner?
	
	

	7. Is the abuse becoming worse and/or happening more often?
	
	

	8. Are you very frightened? 
    Give client’s perceptions of the situation indicating 
    what they think the partner/ex-partner will do.

	
	

	9.  Is your partner/ex-partner experiencing/recently experienced 
     financial problems?

	
	


	
	Yes
	No/

DK

	10. Does your partner/ex-partner have / had problems 
     with the following:  


Alcohol

     
Mental Health

     
Drugs

	
	

	11. Are you pregnant?
	
	

	12. Is there any conflict with your partner / ex-partner over 
 child contact?

     Describe in summary:


	
	

	13.  
Has partner/ex-partner attempted to strangle/choke 
you or past partner?
	
	

	14.  Have you or your partner/ex-partner ever threatened/attempted to commit suicide?

       If ‘yes’, which of the following?
       Client    Partner/ex-partner 
	
	

	15.  Has your partner/ex-partner said or done things of a sexual nature that makes you feel bad or that physically hurts you?


Give details:



	
	

	16.  Are you afraid of further injury or violence?
	
	

	17.  Are you afraid that your partner/ex-partner will kill you? (See note on victim’s perception of risk in Guidance at end of form.)
	
	

	18.  Are you afraid that your partner/ex-partner will harm 
her/his children?
	
	

	19.  Do you suspect that you are being stalked?
	
	

	20. Do you feel isolated from family / friends? 

      
Give details:


	
	

	Advocacy Worker’s perception (please complete this section with your observations about the client’s risk especially where 
there are lower numbers of ‘yes’ responses): 


	Total


	
	Total Significant concerns 
from Q1-5


The guidance below is based on the experience of the South Wales Police force and the Womens’ Safety Unit in Cardiff. You may need to adjust these levels to ensure that the volume of cases referred to your MARAC is in line with the recommended level of the top 10% in risk terms. You will need to analyse whether it would be more appropriate to adjust the number of call outs (say from 3 per annum to 5 per annum) or the number of ‘ticks’ on the checklist. The importance of clinical judgement remains unchanged whatever the level of actuarial threshold.

Guidance on identifying Cases for MARAC
MARAC Threshold =

10 ticks in the yes box OR

4 significant concerns (Q1-5) OR 

If there are 3 police call-outs in 12 months

Maximum number of ticks = 20 
(do not include ‘significant concern’ questions in this total)

In all cases, IDVAs should take the victim’s perception of their risk very seriously and should use their professional judgement if a client appears 
to be at high or very high risk even if they do not meet the criteria 
outlined above.

This form, originally developed by South Wales Police, has been updated to reflect the research on its use by IDVAs both at the Women’s Safety Unit in Cardiff and the ASSIST advocacy service in Glasgow. CAADA has added a ‘don’t know’ option as there is a risk of ticking ‘no’ when information is not known, which might be incorrect and give a false low risk level. The levels of risk are useful in clarifying the different response that a service will offer to a client depending on the severity of their situation.
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